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+ Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Order for Worship

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world?
In the parable of the wheat and the weeds, Jesus suggests that both grow together
until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage
and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope
in the promises of God, and we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

Prelude
Introduction

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgive all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit, that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on is. We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin.

We are truly sorry and humbly repent.

In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do.

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.



Gathering Hymn My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



Hymn of Praise Glory to God, Glory in the Highest ELW 164
Glory to God, Glory in the Highest
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Music: Peruvian traditional



Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge,

you care for your children with firmness and compassion.
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom,

that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Reading — Isaiah 44: 6-8

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and the Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8Do not fear, or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 86: 11-17

The psalm will be sung by a cantor.
People of the assembly are invited to respond with the verses in bold.

1Teach me your way, O LorD, and | will walk | in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name.
121 will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart,
and glorify your name for- | evermore.
3For great is your | love toward me;
you have delivered me from the | pit of death.
14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my life;
they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.



But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth.

%Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid.

17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.

Second Reading — Romans 8: 12-25

1250 then, kindred, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—*3for if you
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. **For you did
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, Yand if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact,
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. *°For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; ?°for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of
the one who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. ??We know that the whole
creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 2%and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. 2*For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what is seen? 2°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Hallelujah Following Page



Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172
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Music: Caribbean traditional

Gospel — Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field; 2°but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 2°So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 2’ And the slaves of the householder came and said to
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come
from?” 2He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ 2*But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. ®Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time |
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.” ”

%Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” *'He answered, “The one who sows the
good seed is the Son of Humanity; *the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of
the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 3®and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. *?Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. “*The Son of Humanity will
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, *?and
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
*3Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears
listen!”



P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast ELW 516
Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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now let the dew of heav’n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re-ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, I. Day, Psalter, 1562




Thanksgiving for the Word
P: Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke the world into existence, called forth beauty from chaos,

and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,

the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P: O God of justice and love, send your Spirit of truth;

rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope,

and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.

Draw near to all who call on you, O God, and help us to be faithful to your Word.
Give us the guidance we need for the days ahead, and at the end

bring all the world to your feast through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

C: Amen.

Prayers of the People

P: Confident of your care, O God, and with the help of the Holy Spirit,
we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

After each petition
P: God of mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude

P: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love,

we offer these prayers to you, loving God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Benediction

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator, -+ Jesus Christ, our redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,

bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn We Are Called

Following Page



Sending Hymn We Are Called ELW 720

We Are Called
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Text: David Haas, b. 1957

Music: WE ARE CALLED, David Haas

Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.glamusic.com. 800.442.3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Reprinted under OneL.icense.net # A722139.



Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Abbreviations

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister
L: Lector
C: Congregation

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal
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