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Prelude

Welcome

+ Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost

Order for Worship

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters.
Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about ten bridesmaids.
Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place,
we celebrate Christ’s coming into our midst in the word of life.

Gathering Hymn

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: S1. ANNE, William Croft, 1678—-1727
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6 O God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Reading — Amos 5: 18-24

18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
201s not the day of the LoRrRD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

21| hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 70

The psalm is spoken.
People of the assembly are invited to respond with the verses in bold.

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;

O LoRD, make haste to help me.
2| et those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me

turn back because of their shame.



“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;

let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”
°But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.

You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

Second Reading — 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18

13We do not want you to be uninformed, kindred, about those who have died, so that you may
not grieve as others do who have no hope. **For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. *For this we declare to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will by no means precede those who have died. °For the Lord Godself, with a cry of command,
with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. Y Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.
8Therefore encourage one another with these words.

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

P: Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Alleluia.

Gospel — Matthew 25: 1-13

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1*“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. ?Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; *but the wise took flasks of
oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. éBut
at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” "Then all
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” °And while they
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. *Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.” *?But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” *Keep awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Children's Word

Children’s Song

Sermon
Hymn of the Day Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244
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1 Re - joice, re-joice,be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 Qur hope and ex -pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row 1is no  more.
a - rse, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - s - ing and soon 1is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast 1s  wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 166()—1_’(22: tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune




Prayers of the People

A: Longing for Christ’s reign among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power and blessing
on the church, the world, and all who are in need.

After each petition
A: Hear us, O God,
C: Your mercy is great.

A: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day
when you gather all creation around your throne where you reign forever and ever.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Benediction

P: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!

The blessing of God, Sovereign, -+ Savior, and Spirit,

be with you today and always.

C: Amen.

Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Sending Hymn All Who Love and Serve Your City ELW 724
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Text: Erik Routley, 1917-1982
Music: NEW ORLEANS, Paul D. Weber, b. 1949
Text © 1969 Stainer & Bell Ltd., admin. in USA and Canada by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
For other territories © Stainer & Bell Lid., 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139.



Abbreviations

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister
L: Lector

A: Assisting Minister

C: Congregation

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal
Those serving in worship today

Prelude
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Assisting Minister
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Minister of Music
Director of Faith Formation
Presiding Minister
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