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The season after Epiphany focuses on the image of God’s Light coming into the world through 

Jesus Christ and revealed to the nations (as represented by the Magi) by the shining of a star.  

As we celebrate the gift of God’s redemption to people around the world, St. Andrew’s worship 

customarily features music from various places and cultures. In an effort to honor the people 

from which our hymns come, we will seek to provide background and context to one hymn each 

week throughout this season. This week’s featured hymn is “Alleluia, Song of Gladness.” Please 

see the paragraph accompanying the text to learn more about this hymn. 

 

+ Transfiguration of our Lord 

Order for Worship 
 

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of 

his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit 

descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same 

words naming him God’s Beloved. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through 

Holy Baptism and shines through us for others to see. 

 

Prelude                                             

 

Welcome 

 

Introduction to This Week’s Featured Hymn 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

People of the congregation are invited to gather near a source of water,  

or to bring a receptacle filled with water along with them to worship,  

as we remember and give thanks for God’s gift of Holy Baptism. 

 

P: God who sent the Light into our world, who shone in the Bethlehem manger,  

whose Spirit spreads the Light to all nations, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us give thanks for the gift of Baptism. 

 

As we gather at the font, O God, creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow, 

we thank you for the water you provide us each day. 

We praise your Spirit, hovering over the waters. 

We bless you for this cleansing water of rebirth, 

this flood of endless mercy, 

this fount of blessing and hope. 

 

 

 



We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life, in which you took delight. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as your children, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn           Songs of Thankfulness and Praise Following Page 

 

 

 

 

  

                                 
 



Gathering Hymn           Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310 
 

 

 

Greeting 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

 

P: Let us pray. 

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith 

by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the cloud you foreshadowed our 

adoption as your children. Give us the vision to see beyond the turmoil of our world and to 

behold your glory revealed in Jesus; through him, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Reading – 2 Kings 2: 1-12 
 
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 

were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far 

as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 

So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 

and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?”  

And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho.  
5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you 

know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I 

know; be silent.” 

  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 

“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.  
7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they 

both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the 

water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry 

ground. 

  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 

taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 

responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will 

be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and 

horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha 

kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But 

when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 50: 1-6 
 

 1The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken; 

  calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 



 2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 

  God shines | forth in glory. 

 3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 

 4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 

  to witness the judgment | of the people. 
 5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 

 6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 

  for it is God | who is judge. 

 

Gospel – Mark 9: 2-9 
 

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 

apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling 

white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with 

Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be 

here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not 

know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 

there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked 

around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

   9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 

had seen, until after the Son of Humanity had risen from the dead. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children's Word 

 

Children’s Song                              Siyahamba ELW 866 

 

We are living in the light of God, 

we are living in the light of God. 

We are living in the light of God, 

we are living in the light of God. 

 

We are living, (living, we are living, living,) 

we are living in the light of God. 

We are living, (living, we are living, living,) 

we are living in the light of God. 

We are shining in the light of God, 



we are shining in the light of God. 

We are shining in the light of God, 

we are shining in the light of God. 

 

We are shining, (shining, we are shining, shining,) 

we are shining in the light of God. 

We are shining, (shining we are shining, shining,) 

we are shining in the light of God. 
 
Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984. Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp., a division of GIA Publications, 

Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139. 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day               How Good, Lord, to Be Here! ELW 315                  
 

 
 

Prayers of the People 

 

A: Guided by the Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,  

the world, and all people in need. 

 

 

After each petition 



A: God of mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, 

for the sake of the one who dwells among us, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
 

P: God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved accompany you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

C: Amen.  

 

Dismissal 
 

A: Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sending Hymn                    Alleluia, Song of Gladness Following Page 

 

Portions of “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” may be some of the oldest hymn material the Christian 

church still sings.  The earliest form of its text, “Alleluia, Dulce Carmen,” is found in three Latin 

manuscripts from the British Isles in the 11th century. The music for the version in the 

“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” hymnal was composed by John Goss, organist of St. Paul 

Cathedral in London in 1868. The tune is named LAUDA ANIMA (Praise, My Soul), Latin for 



the first words of Psalm 103. The hymn was first translated into English by John Mason Neale, a 

resident of London who was ordained in the Church of England, likely in 1851. “Alleluia, Song 

of Gladness” is traditionally sung on the last Sunday before Lent (or Shrove Tuesday), so that 

the church can celebrate with “Alleluia”s one last time before the penitential season begins. 

 

Sending Hymn                    Alleluia, Song of Gladness ELW 318 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abbreviations 
 



P: Pastor/Presiding Minister 

L: Lector 

A: Assisting Minister 

C: Congregation 

 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal 

 

Those serving in worship today 

 

Prelude Matthew Tesch  

Welcome Sue Sabol    

Gathering Hymn Bonnie Tesch, Vocals 

 Jimmi Kocher-Hillmer, Organ 

Lector Lester Prince  

Psalm Kristen Asplin  

Children’s Song C.E. Pino 

Hymn of the Day Bonnie Tesch, Vocals 

 Sue Gaugler, Piano  

Assisting Minister Timothy Kocher-Hillmer  

Sending Hymn Bonnie Tesch, Vocals 

 Jimmi Kocher-Hillmer, Organ  

Director of Faith Formation Christopher Atwood 

Presiding Minister              Pastor Ross Carmichael 
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Information about Alleluia, Song of Gladness comes from https://hymnary.org/text/alleluia_song_of_gladness_voice_of_joy_t . 

https://hymnary.org/text/alleluia_song_of_gladness_voice_of_joy_t

