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+ Fourth Sunday in Lent
Order for Worship

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise
God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says
he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live.
When we receive the sign of the cross in Baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in
faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

Prelude Fantasie: La Sirena Thomas Morley
Welcome

Confession

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at Baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

C: Amen.

P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Fountain of living water,

C: pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

that we may go in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are ++ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.



You are freed in Christ to follow in the way of Jesus.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn O Christ, Our Hope ELW 608
A — 5 —
e e

| : ! : f ;
10 Christ, our hope, our hearts’ de - sire, c¢re - a - tion's
2 How vast your mer - ¢y to ac - cept the bur - den
3 But now the bonds of death are  burst, the ran - som
4 Oh, let  your might - y love pre - vail to  purge us
5 All praise to you, as - cend - ed Lord;  all glo - ry
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might-y Lord, re - deem - er of the fall - en world, by
of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been  paid; you vreign a - bove at  God's right hand, in
of our pride, that  we may stand be - fore  your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - 1t blest through
n i

A — . —]

© ¢ e o 4 o ——
ho - ly love out- poured, by ho - ly love out- poured:
make us clean with - in, to make us clean with - in.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - ri - fied, by mer - ¢y pu - ri - fied.
all e - ter - ni - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent; tr. John Chandlcr, 1806~ 1876, adapt
Music: LOBT GOTT. THR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 14801561

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world



and rescued us from the hopelessness of death.

Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Reading — Numbers 21: 4-9

“From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. >The people spoke against God and against
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food
and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” *Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. “The people came to
Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LoRD said
to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look
at it and live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22

1Give thanks to the LoRD, for the | LORD is good,
for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
?|_et the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
3gathering them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
17Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;
through their sins they | were afflicted.
8They loathed all man- | ner of food
and drew near | to death’s door.
¥Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD
and you delivered them from | their distress.
20y ou sent forth your | word and healed them
and rescued them | from the grave.
2!_et them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
22|_et them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy.



Gospel — John 3: 14-21

P: The holy Gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Humanity be lifted up, °that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

8«For God so loved the world that God gave God’s only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. ¥Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those
who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. *And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. °For all who do evil hate the light
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 'But those who do what is
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children's Word
Children’s Song Sanctuary CCLI Song No. 24140

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving I’ll be a living

sanctuary for you. Repeat
Sermon

Hymn of the Day God Loved the World Following Page
v.1-2,4



Hymn of the Day God Loved the World ELW 323
v.1-2,4
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I God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of  faith, who was made
3N you are i, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God's own Son for - gives all
5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son., and Ho - ly
Dty =] :
[ o o — — 7 e
J i \/‘ - i ‘ - T
Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all  who con - fide in
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je sus res - cues
sins that you have  done, and jus - ti - fied by
Spir - it Three in One! To  you, 0 bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are  built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that s the firm - est ground of faith
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the  high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be praise now and e ter - nal - ly!

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 18461923, alt,
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller. 17311807, adapt.

Prayers of the People

P: Relying on the mercy and promises of God,
we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

After each petition
P: Hear us, O God;
C: Your mercy is great.

P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Benediction

P: You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,

chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you + that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
C: Amen.

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C: Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn Christ, the Life of All the Living
v.1,3

Following Page



Sending Hymn Christ, the Life of All the Living ELW 339
v.1,3
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I Christ. the life of  all the Iliv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,

*9“3 K : : I
lL -
J

11 | 4 1 | S T F ' —

e e P ™ i =] E
Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark - est depths of woe:
e - ven death by cru-ci- fix-ion, ful -ly to a - tone for me;
for the an-guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-f'ring,death,and mer-it life e-ter - nal 1 in-her - it.
for youchose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
thank  you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing.

.

I I 1

i e e = aree

|
I

pii

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear-est Je - sus. un-to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear-est Je - sus, un - to you.
for  that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Hemburg, 16051681 tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt,
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN. Das grosse Cantional. Darmstadt, 1687



Abbreviations

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister
C: Congregation

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal

Those serving in worship today

Prelude Maria Mangano and David Rollinson
Welcome Pastor Paul and Sharon Koch
Hymnody Timothy Kocher-Hillmer
Psalm Laura Reynolds
Children’s Song Johanna Asplin
Isabel Doshi

Clark van Beek

Director of Faith Formation Christopher Atwood
Presiding Minister Pastor Ross Carmichael
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