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+ Sixth Sunday of Easter
Order for Worship

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship.
We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image
of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ
invites us. Many in the ancient Mediterranean area believed that true friends are willing to die
for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and
enabled by the Spirit.

Prelude There Is a Joy in the Journey
Welcome

Thanksgiving for Baptism

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia!

P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of Baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

P: We bless you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We thank you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.

To you be given all honor and praise,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.



Gathering Hymn Mfurahini, haleluya/Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ELW 364
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4 “Go spread the news: he's not in the grave. 5 Christ has arisen to set us free.

He has arisen this world to save. Alleluia, to him praises be.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done. Jesus is living! Let us all sing;
Even the battle with sin is won.” he reigns triumphant. heavenly king.
Refrain Refrain
Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things,

we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire;

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading — 1 John 5: 1-6

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves
the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God
and obey God’s commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey God’s
commandments. And God’s commandments are not burdensome, “for whatever is born of God
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. °Who is it that
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

®This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia Following Page



Gospel Acclamation Alleluia
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Gospel — John 15: 9-17

P: The holy Gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] %“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. *°If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commandments
and abide in his love. 1!l have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be complete.

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. **No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 1*You are my friends if you do
what | command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know
what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made known to you
everything that | have heard from my Father. ¥You did not choose me but | chose you. And |
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever
you ask him in my name. 'l am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Word
Sermon

Hymn of the Day What a Friend We Have in Jesus Following Page




Hymn of the Day What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW 742
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Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In  his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 18201886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918

Prayers of the People

P: Trusting in God’s promise of new life in Christ, we pray for the renewal of the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

After each petition
P: God of mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.



P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we lift up our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Benediction

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life, the = Holy Trinity,

bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Dismissal

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God!

Sending Hymn Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

Following Page



Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt,

Music: HYFRYDOL., Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

Sending Hymn Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ELW 392
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Abbreviations

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister
C: Congregation

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal

Those serving in worship today

Prelude Jeff Denlinger
Welcome Dixie and John Tymitz
Hymnody Jeff Denlinger, Piano
Timothy Kocher-Hillmer, Vocals

Gospel Verse Jimmi Kocher-Hillmer, Organ
Kristen Asplin

Maria Mangano and David Rollinson

Jonathan Paetz

Joseph Paetz

Director of Faith Formation Christopher Atwood
Presiding Minister Pastor Ross Carmichael

Liturgy and Hymnody Acknowledgements

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

Mfurahini, Haleluya — Text: Brenard Kyamanywa, b. 1938; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922. Music: MFURAHINI, HALELUYA, Tanzanian
traditional. Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tr. © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin.
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139.



