
 

 
 

 

+ Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 19, 2021 

 

 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

304 Morewood Ave. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

St_andrewELCA@verizon.net 

www.standrewpittsburgh.org 

 

mailto:St_andrewELCA@verizon.net
http://www.standrewpittsburgh.org/


+ Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Order for Worship 
 

Today we hear the book of James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over 

which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make 

it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the 

children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a 

place of honor in the assembly. 

 

A few notes on precautions and protocols, which apply to everyone regardless of vaccination 

status, as St. Andrew returns to worship in the sanctuary:  

 

 Face masks that fully cover both your mouth and nose are required at all times for 

everyone over the age of two (2) – the only exception being the brief moment of moving 

the mask aside to partake in Holy Communion. 

 Outside food and drink are thus not permissible during worship. 

 Physical distancing of at least six (6) feet will be observed at all times for people not 

from your household. 

 We invite the congregation to voice responses and prayers during worship. A cantor will 

sing the hymns with a mask on, and the rest of the congregation is encouraged to follow 

along silently. 

 We ask that everyone use hand sanitizer, either your own or from the bottles throughout 

the sanctuary, especially prior to Holy Communion. 

 

Worship Services are live streamed to multiple online platforms.  

By attending worship, you agree that your image and voice may be broadcast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome 

 

Prelude   

 

Gathering 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: God our comforter: 

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

 

We ask that those present in the church sanctuary refrain from singing the hymns aloud. 

The assembly gathered from afar is encouraged to sing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn                      All Are Welcome ELW 641 

v. 1-3 

 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. 
Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139. 

 

Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/


Prayer of the Day 

 

P: Let us pray. 

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children.  

Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may follow in your ways of wisdom  

and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Word 
 

First Reading – Jeremiah 11: 11-18 
 

 18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 

  then you showed me their evil deeds. 

 19But I was like a gentle lamb 

  led to the slaughter. 

 And I did not know it was against me 

  that they devised schemes, saying, 

 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 

  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 

  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 

 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 

  who try the heart and the mind, 

 let me see your retribution upon them, 

  for to you I have committed my cause. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading – James 3: 13 – 4: 3, 7-8a 
 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 

with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, 

but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also 

be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
 
4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 

your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you 

commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 

conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you 

ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to 



God. Resist the devil, and the devil will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and God will draw 

near to you. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Gospel Acclamation (Spoken) 

 

P: Alleluia. God has called us through the proclamation of the good news,  

that we may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia.                     
 

Gospel – Mark 9: 30-37 
 

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 

it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Humanity is to be betrayed 

into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise 

again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 

you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one 

another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever 

wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put [the 

child] among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such 

child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who 

sent me.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Sermon 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day        Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us ELW 707 

v. 1-2 
 

1 Lord of glory, you have bought us 

 with your lifeblood as the price, 

 never grudging for the lost ones 

 that tremendous sacrifice; 

 and with that have freely given 

 blessings countless as the sand 

 to the unthankful and the evil 

 with your own unsparing hand. 

 

2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you 

 gladly, freely, of your own. 

 With the sunshine of your goodness 

 melt our thankless hearts of stone 

 till our cold and selfish natures, 

 warmed by you, at length believe 

 that more happy and more blessed 

 'tis to give than to receive. 

 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-1889. Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Pritchard, 1811-1887. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

P: As children of God and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church,  

the world, and for all who are in need. 

 

After each petition 

P: God of mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

 

P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those of our hearts known only to you; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated while the table is being prepared.  

We offer ourselves, our gifts, and our faithful service to God.  

An offering plate is available at the back of the sanctuary 

for those who would like to offer gifts as you leave worship today. 

  

 



Meal 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
 

P: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Dialogue 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … 

… and join their unending hymn. 

 

Sanctus 
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord … 

… be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Fraction and Invitation 
 

Agnus Dei / Lamb of God 
 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Holy Communion 
 Please use hand sanitizer prior to receiving Communion. 

 We will not be kneeling at the altar rail due to the need for physical distancing. 

 Worshipers from the pulpit side will proceed forward first, followed by the center section, 

and then the lectern side.  

 The Communion wafers (regular and gluten-free) have been prepared with a drop of 

wine or grape juice on each. The presiding minister will distribute one to each 

communicant from the ciborium using sanitary tongs. 

 Please let the presiding minister if you would like a wheat wafer prepared with grape 

juice or a gluten-free wafer prepared with grape juice at time of distribution. 



 A blessing will be provided for anyone who does not yet receive the sacrament, following 

physical distancing guidelines. 

 Everyone is asked to wait until you return to your place to consume the elements, and 

then promptly replace your mask.  

 

Hymn during Holy Communion 

                                      Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen ELW 548 

 

1 Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, 

 from this meal of love and grace; 

 may we through such love envision 

 whose we are, and whose, our praise. 

 Alleluia, alleluia; 

 God, the wonder of our days. 

 

2 Rise, transformed, and choose to follow 

 after Christ, though wounded, whole; 

 broken, shared, our lives are hallowed 

 to release and to console. 

 Alleluia, alleluia; 

 Christ, our present, past, and goal. 

 

3 Rise, remember well the future 

 God has called us to receive; 

 present by God's loving nurture, 

 Spirited then let us live. 

 Alleluia, alleluia; 

 Spirit, grace by whom we live. 

 

4 Service be our sure vocation; 

 courage be our daily breath; 

 mercy be our destination 

 from this day and unto death. 

 Alleluia, alleluia. 

 Rise, O church, a living faith. 

 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953. Music: SURGE ECCLESIA, Timothy J. Strand, b. 1958. Text © 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139. 

 

When all have returned to their places, please rise as you are able. 

 

 



 

 

Blessing 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer 
 

P: Let us pray. 

Gracious God, in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending 
 

Benediction 
 

P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Abbreviations 
 

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister 

L: Lector 

C: Congregation 

 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal 

 

Those serving in worship today 

 

Prelude and Hymnody Lily Cai, Piano 

Cantor Jeff Denlinger 

Lector Sue Gaugler 

Audiovisual Ministers Linnea Asplin 

 Angie McComb 

Director of Faith Formation Christopher Atwood 

Presiding Minister Pastor Ross Carmichael 
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