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+ First Sunday of Christmas 

Order for Worship 
 

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the temple, 

both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind.  

We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” 

who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ  

rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still. 

 

A few notes on precautions and protocols, which apply to everyone regardless of vaccination 

status, as St. Andrew returns to worship in the sanctuary:  

 

 Face masks that fully cover both your mouth and nose are required at all times for 

everyone over the age of two (2) – the only exception being the brief moment of moving 

mask aside to partake in Holy Communion. 

 Outside food and drink are thus not permissible during worship. 

 Physical distancing of at least six (6) feet will be observed at all times for people not 

from your household. 

 We invite the congregation to voice responses and prayers during worship. A cantor will 

sing the hymns with a mask on, and the rest of the congregation is encouraged to follow 

along silently. 

 We ask that everyone use hand sanitizer, either your own or from the bottles throughout 

the sanctuary, especially prior to Holy Communion. 

 

Worship Services are live streamed to multiple online platforms.  

By attending worship, you agree that your image and voice may be broadcast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome 

 

Prelude                                   

 

Gathering 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 

who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

C: Amen. 
 

In Christ, we find strength to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what seems mighty while ignoring the meek. 

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 

We have not put on love in accordance with you. 

Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 

Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 

that all we do, in word or deed, 

may reflect your love born among us,  

in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

P: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 

God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

We ask that those present in the church sanctuary refrain from singing the hymns aloud. 

The assembly gathered from afar is encouraged to sing! 

 

 



Gathering Hymn            Angels from the Realms of Glory ELW 275 

v. 1-2 
 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 

 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

 once you sang creation's story, 

 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

 watching o'er your flocks by night, 

 God with us is now residing, 

 yonder shines the infant light. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 
Text: James Montgomery 1771-1854, alt. sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4. Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879. 

 

Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise               Hark! The Herald Angels Sing! ELW 270 

v. 1 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king; 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled." 

 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

 join the triumph of the skies; 

 with angelic hosts proclaim, 

 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

Refrain 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915. 



 

Prayer of the Day 

 

P: Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God,  

and open our minds to the knowledge of your word,  

that in all things we may think and act according to your good will  

and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,    

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Word 
 

First Reading – 1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26 
 
18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother used to 

make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to 

offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD 

repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they 

would return to their home. 

  26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with 

the people. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 148 
 

The psalm will be read responsively, with the cantor leading the odd verses and the lector 

leading the congregation in the alternate verses, indicated in bold. 

 

 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 

 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you shining stars. 

 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 

 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
 



 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12young men and maidens, 

  old and young together. 
 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah! 

 

Second Reading – Colossians 3: 12-17 
 
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 

another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above 

all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let 

the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 

thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 

wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  
17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
C: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,  

and let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Alleluia. 

 

Gospel – Luke 2: 41-52 
 

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when 

he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended 

and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 

it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started 

to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to 

Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at 

his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 

mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did 

you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said 

to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 

mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.    

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Sermon 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Hymn of the Day           Let All Together Praise Our God ELW 287 

v. 1, 3 
 

1 Let all together praise our God 

 before the highest throne; 

 today God opens heav'n again 

 and sends the only Son, 

 and sends the only Son. 

 

2 From God's right hand the Son descends, 

 is born an infant small, 

 and lies in poverty, his bed 

 a manger in a stall, 

 a manger in a stall. 

 

3 O tender Child, you veil in flesh 

 the splendor of your might; 

 a servant's garb now wraps the one 

 who clothed the sky with light, 

 who clothed the sky with light. 



 
Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version.  Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman. Text © 2006 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

P: Joining our voices with the heavenly chorus, the shepherds, and the Christian faithful across 

all time and distance, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  

 

After each petition 

P: Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

P: Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, O God, 

trusting in your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

We offer ourselves, our gifts, and our faithful service to God.  

An offering plate is available at the back of the sanctuary  

for those who would like to offer gifts as you leave worship today. 

 

Please be seated as the table is prepared for Holy Communion. 

  

Meal 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
 

P: Let us pray. Good and loving God,  

C: we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor  

to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts,  

let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven,  

we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Dialogue 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … 

… and join their unending hymn. 

 

Sanctus 
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life …  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

P: With this bread and cup …  

We look with hope for Christ’s coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit …  

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P: All praise and glory are yours …  

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 



your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Fraction and Invitation 
 

Agnus Dei / Lamb of God 
 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Holy Communion 

 Please use hand sanitizer prior to receiving Communion. 

 We will not be kneeling at the altar rail due to the need for physical distancing. 

 Worshipers from the pulpit side will proceed forward first, followed by the center section, 

and then the lectern side.  

 The Communion wafers (regular and gluten-free) have been thoughtfully prepared using 

the gifts of the congregation by a member of St. Andrew’s altar care team, with a drop of 

wine or grape juice on each. The presiding minister will distribute one to each 

communicant from the ciborium using sanitary tongs. 

 When you reach the presiding minister, please indicate if you would like grape juice or a 

gluten-free wafer. 

 A blessing will be provided for anyone who does not yet receive the sacrament, following 

physical distancing guidelines. 

 Everyone is asked to wait until you return to your place to consume the elements, and 

then promptly replace your mask.  

 

Hymns during Holy Communion 

                                                  Love Has Come ELW 292 
 

1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises:  



Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

 

2    Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 

what is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 

3    Love has come and never will leave us!  

Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950. Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noels composes en langue provençale, 1856. Text © 1996 Integrity’s  

Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc. 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  

# A-722139.  

 

Hymns during Holy Communion 

                                        Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW 290 
 

Refrain 

 Go tell it on the mountain, 

 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

 go tell it on the mountain 

 that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

 o'er silent flocks by night, 

 behold, throughout the heavens 

 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

 when, lo, above the earth 

 rang out the angel chorus 

 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

 the humble Christ was born; 



 and God sent us salvation 

 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 

 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work, Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. Music: GO TELL IT, African America spiritual. 

 

When all have returned to their places, please rise as you are able. 

 

Blessing 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer 
 

P: Let us pray.  

Radiant God, we have seen your salvation,  

and in this meal we have feasted on your grace.  

May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people,  

revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending 
 

Benediction 
 

P: Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

C: Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace. Share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Abbreviations 

 

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister 

L: Lector 

C: Congregation 

 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal 

 

Those serving in worship today 

 

Piano Lily Cai 

Cantor Ian Brown  

Lector Joyce Compton 

Director of Faith Formation Christopher Atwood 

Presiding Minister Pastor Ross Carmichael 
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