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+ The Epiphany and Baptism of our Lord 

Order for Worship 
 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of 

God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah, that glory is proclaimed for all 

nations and people. Later, in the waters of the Jordan River, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son 

of God. Through this great Epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of 

God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. Like the light of the star that 

guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ continues to reveal who we are through Baptism: 

children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters, blessed by Word, and anointed by 

the Spirit. We are sent on our baptismal mission to be beacons of the light of Christ, proclaiming 

the good news of God’s love to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 

 

We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all 

people. 

 

• Masks are optional at St. Andrew when Covid-19 community level in Allegheny County 

is in the low and medium categories. 

• Hand sanitizer is available at the back of the sanctuary.  

 

Worship Services are live streamed to multiple online platforms.  

By attending worship, you agree that your image and voice may be broadcast. 

 

 
Welcome to St. Andrew! 

• Everyone is invited to make a nametag at the black bookcase in the back of the worship 

space if they would like.  

• Children are invited to participate in Little Church; Big Faith, a Bible lesson and 

activity, following the Prayer of the Day. 

• Worship “toolkits” to help children engage with the service are available in the black 

bookcase at the back of the worship space. There are “reader” and “pre-reader” 

resources available in each kit. Please feel free to use the kits for/with your children 

during worship. 

• St. Andrew has recently returned to serving the sacrament of Holy Communion with both 

(separate) elements, bread and wine/grape juice. The presiding minister will first 

distribute the bread (host). Please consume this and then pick up an empty glass from the 

tray next to the presiding minister. The Communion Assistant will pour wine from the 

chalice or grape juice from the cruet into your glass. Please step to the side to consume 

the wine or grape juice. As you return to your pew, glasses may be returned to the empty 

trays on either side of the center aisle. 

• A restroom is available on the main level of the church, through the doors to the Social 

Hall and to the right in the main office. 

 

 

 



Welcome 

 

Prelude 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Invocation 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Word made flesh, 

our life and our salvation. 

C: Amen. 

 

Reading – Isaiah 60: 1-6 
 

 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 

  and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the LORD will arise upon you, 

  and God’s glory will appear over you. 

 3Nations shall come to your light, 

  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please be seated. 



 

Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 
 

The cantor will lead the singing of the psalm. 

The congregation is invited to respond with the alternate verses in bold print, 

and to join in singing the refrain. 

 

Psalm tone 

 

 
 

Psalm refrain 

 

 
 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 

 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

  from one generation | to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 

  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 

  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. R 

 11May all kings bow | down before him, 

  and all the nations | do him service. 

 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 



  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 

 13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 

  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 

 14From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 

  and precious is their blood | in his sight. R 

 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Gospel – Matthew 2: 1-12 
 

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the East 

came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod 

heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 7Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 

seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the 

star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

Prayer 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  

O God, on the day of Epiphany you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star.  

Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last  

to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



Gathering Hymn                       We Three Kings   WOV 646 
 

 
 

 

 



Greeting 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise             Angels We Have Heard on High ELW  289 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

 

 
 

P: Let us pray.  

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son  

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ  

faithful to their calling to be your children, and empower us all with your Spirit,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

Children are invited to join the adult leaders at the door and move to the office for Little Church; 

Big Faith. We ask that one additional adult from the congregation attend with the children. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

Reading – Acts 10: 34-43 
 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to 

God. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him 

to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 

appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.” 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation              ELW p. 142  

 

 
 

Gospel – Matthew 3: 13-17 
 

P: The holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom 

I am well pleased.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Sermon 
 

A time of silence for prayer and reflection follows the sermon. 

When the hymn of the day begins, please rise as you are able. 

 

Hymn of the Day           Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways Following page 

 

 



Hymn of the Day           Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways ACS 916 
 

 
 Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-722139. 

 

Affirmation of Baptism by the Assembly 
 

P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of Baptism as we come before God  

to make public affirmation of Baptism into Christ on this festival day. 
 

P: Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God,  

we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in Baptism. You have 

called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the 



community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of Baptism, and 

unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly making public affirmation of Baptism.  

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

 



Affirmation of Baptism 
 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant 

God made with you in Holy Baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

The assembly makes affirmation: 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

The minister addresses the assembly. 

P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

All are invited to join in singing the congregational refrain. 

 

Congregational Refrain HS 808 
 

C: Christ goes before, and we are called to follow, 

and all who follow find the Way, the Truth, the Life. 

 
Text: Jarsolav Vajda, b. 1919, © 1987, Music: 

Music: RIVERSIDE, Irregular; Carl f. Schalk, b. 1929, © 1987 GIA Publications.  

All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A722139. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

A: With wonder and joy at Christ’s coming into the world, 

we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

After each petition 

A: God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 



The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

P: In the light of the mystery of eternal love made flesh, 

we commend to you all for whom we pray, gracious God,  

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Meal 
 

Offering 
 

We offer ourselves, our gifts, and our faithful service to God. 

As the offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need, 

the table is set for Holy Communion. 

 

Music during the Offering 
 

As the gifts are brought forward for presentation, please rise as you are able 

and join in singing the Offertory Song. 

 

 

 

 
 



Offertory Song                     In the Bleak Midwinter  ELW 294  
 

 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Let us pray.  

Good and loving God, 

C: we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, 

who came among the poor to bring the riches of his grace. 

As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing for others. 

With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, 

we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



Dialogue ELW p. 144 

 

 
 

Preface (Sung by the presiding minister) 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …  

… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus ELW p. 144 
 

 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life …  

… Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.  

 

P: With this bread and cup we remember …  

… We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. …  

… Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P: All praise and glory are yours, …  

… one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Fraction and Invitation 

 
P: Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 

 



Agnus Dei / Lamb of God ELW p. 146  
 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 

Holy Communion 
 

• All who seek God and desire a deeper and stronger life in Christ are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion 

• Worshipers from the pulpit side will proceed forward first, followed by the center section, 

and then the lectern side. 

• Please inform an usher if you would like the ministers to bring Communion to you. 

• Holy Communion will be served with bread and wine/grape juice.  

• The presiding minister will first distribute the bread (host) to each communicant. Please 

indicate if you require a gluten-free host. 

• Once you have consumed the bread, please pick up an empty glass from the tray next to 

the presiding minister. The Communion Assistant will pour wine from the chalice or 

grape juice from the cruet into your glass.  

• Please step to the side to consume the wine or grape juice.  

• As you return to your pew, glasses may be returned to the empty trays on either side of 

the center aisle. 

• A blessing will be provided for anyone who does not yet receive the sacrament. 

• All are invited to join in singing the hymns during Holy Communion. 

 

 

 

 



Hymn during Holy Communion  

                                         Crashing Waters at Creation ELW 455 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn during Holy Communion 

                                           Come, Beloved of the Maker ELW 306 
 

 
 All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net # A-722139. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn during Holy Communion ACS 914 

Jesus, the Light of the World 
  

 
 

When all have returned to their places, please rise as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 
  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 



Prayer 
 

A: Let us pray.  

Radiant God, you have brought us your salvation, 

and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. 

May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, 

Revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Sending 
 

Announcements 
 

Please rise as you are able. 

 

Benediction 
 

P: God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn             Songs of Thankfulness and Praise           Following page 

 

Dismissal 

 

A: Go in peace. Share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn             Songs of Thankfulness and Praise           ELW 310 

 

          



Abbreviations 
 

P: Pastor/Presiding Minister 

A: Assisting Minister 

L: Lector 

C: Congregation 

 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal 

ACS: All Creation Sings hymnal 

HS: Hymnal Supplement 

 

Those serving in worship today 

  

Minister of Music Laura Reynolds 

Assisting Minister Amanda Best 

Cantor Libby Marker 

Lector Maria Mangano 

Presiding Minister Rev. Ross Carmichael 

 

 
Liturgy and Hymnody Acknowledgements 

 

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-722139. 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Andrew Lutheran Church Announcements 

January 8th, 2023 

 

• Welcome to Worship at St. Andrew, January 8th, 2023, + The Epiphany and 

Baptism of our Lord – Greetings to everyone as we celebrate the revelation of Jesus 

Christ to all nations this Epiphany! Masks are optional at St. Andrew when Allegheny 

County’s Covid-19 community level is in the low and medium categories. Worship will 

also be live-streamed to Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom. Worship attendees are invited to 

make a name tag at the back of the worship space if you would like. All are also invited 

to the Social Hall for coffee, food, and conversation after worship. 

• Community Ministry Meeting – Monday, January 9th, Online – Please contact 

Vanessa Brown (vanessa.brown7@gmail.com) or Conrad Kalcich 

(conrad.kalcich@gmail.com) for the Zoom link. 

• Humor and the Bible? - Come and Discuss January 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st – Is there 

humor in the Bible? Isn't it a pious look at life that inspires us and places us in awe of 

God? Doesn't the Bible contain instructions for life's do's and don'ts? Doesn't the Bible 

give us warnings and signs of hope?  Perhaps all these things are true, but if we can 

suspend our piety, our past notions or suspicions about the Bible, we just might hear and 

experience a humorous side of the Bible we hadn't appreciated before. We might even 

laugh! In our upcoming Zoom discussion, January 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st, Pastor Paul 

Koch will lead us in looking more closely at various passages throughout the Bible that 

might surprise you, make you smile, or even bring a laugh or two. Imagine finding humor 

in the Creation stories, the end of Daniel, or hearing some of Jesus' sayings in a 

humorous (or at least a little sarcastic) way! Zoom login information is provided in your 

“This Week at St. Andrew” email. 

• Shelter Dinner at East End Cooperative Ministry – Thursday, January 19th, 6:30 

p.m. – Every month, people from St. Andrew provide a meal for guests of the shelter at 

East End Cooperative Ministry (6140 Station St., Pittsburgh 15206). Each person or 

household signs up to provide one portion of the meal, or anyone can just come at 6:00 

p.m. to help with preparation and serving the meal at 6:30 p.m. Please sign up at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080544AAAC22A1F58-shelter37. 

• Upcoming “Pulpit Exchange” with Bethel AME Church, January 15th and 22nd – 

Continuing to build on the relationships that have developed between people of St. 

Andrew and Bethel AME Church in the Hill through the past year, Pastor Ross 

Carmichael has been invited to preach during Bethel’s Sunday worship service at 11:00 

a.m. next Sunday, January 15th. We thank Pastor Martin Rafanan, who will preach and 

lead worship at St. Andrew on the 15th in Pastor Ross’ absence. Then on Sunday, January 

22nd, we look forward to welcoming The Rev. Dr. Dale Snyder, Pastor of Bethel, who 

will be preaching and sharing worship with St. Andrew that day. We pray for God’s 

blessings as we seek greater unity in the Body of Christ! 

• Donations for Coffee Hour – As more people return to coffee hour or attend for the first 

time, it would be helpful to have additional donations to support this ministry. Any of the 

following would be much appreciated: Ground coffee, creamers, canned drinks, 

children’s drinks, individually wrapped food items of any kind. Donations may be left on 

the coffee table in the Social Hall. Thank you for your consideration. 

mailto:vanessa.brown7@gmail.com
mailto:conrad.kalcich@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080544AAAC22A1F58-shelter37

